June Teaching Theme: The Sermon on the Mount

W R Speaker: Pastor Linghui Peter Tian

BB Topic: #&:%. &= . EHE#E Adultery, Lust, Divorce
£ X Scripture: Matthew 5:27-32

Monthly Theme: This month, we are starting a much longer series on Jesus’ most famous
teaching called the “Sermon on the Mount,” found in Matthew 5-7. The “Sermon on the Mount”
is a comprehensive sketch of Jesus’ moral and ethical vision, forming a manifesto by which the
Jesus community should live. Matthew open’s up this section with Jesus “going up on a
mountainside,” presenting Jesus as a New Moses figure, bringing the Torah to its fulfillment.
Throughout this series, Jesus’ words will often challenge the very way we think about God,
ourselves, and others. Let’s accept that challenge over the next four months. This week, we
examined 5:27-32, where Jesus speaks about Adultery, Lust, and the Marriage Covenant.

£ A July - ZLE3I& %I The Sermon on the Mount Series

July 4th — JER HIE Non-Violent Love (B AXfEE Matthew 5:38-48)

July 11th — 2238, 8= . EEES Adultery, Lust, Divorce (Kt & Matthew 5:27-32)
July 18th — 5% Your Word [ % Oath Taking] (A $E& Matthew 5:33-37)

July 25th — EIF B 1# 18 True Generosity (5 AXt8& Matthew 6:1-4)

Resources:
Sermon Video
Sermon Slides

Discussion Questions (Pastor Linghui Peter Tian/Pastor William R. Horne):

(1) Read Matthew 5:27-32 together. What observations do you make, and what stands out
to you? How would you summarize Jesus teaching here?

(2) IN{ATEEAR A+ 8 P AR A EE M ERERE A5 : 28T MR A2 , —&BAARRE ? How to
understand the "not to commit adultery” in the Ten Commandments and Jesus said in
Matthew 5:28, not to "lust.” What is the difference between the two?

(3) Jesus rhetorically takes sin to its ultimate end to expose the seriousness of sin. Read
James 1:13-15 together. How does James describe this process? Can you think of ways
“lustful desire” brings about “death”?

(4) MBREFEEBR/AGHBAZBMMONES |, HESEIRKRED , RFO{THS Bh /b 7E
HIXBEREER ? If you live in a network where a brother/sister is caught in pornographic
videos and ask you for help, how will you help him/her out of this temptation?

(5) LHHRMNBEN EBERM AL ? XS KBNS EE R MLIREE ? What was God's
original will for marriage? What reminders does this have for our married life today? By
stopping the looseness on divorce, Jesus is raising the stakes on our view of marriage
and simultaneously calls us to care well for those who have experienced a divorce. What
are some ways we can honor the sacred union of marriage? What are some ways we
can care well for those who have experienced divorce?

Important Notes (Pastor William R. Horne):


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oNnHDqPcBAA
http://www.lcccky.org/CellGroup/Meetings/%E7%99%BB%E5%B1%B1%E5%AE%9D%E8%AE%AD%EF%BC%9A%E8%AE%BA%E5%A5%B8%E6%B7%AB%E3%80%81%E7%A6%BB%E5%A9%9A%E5%92%8C%E5%86%8D%E5%A9%9A.pdf

Notes on Q1: Jesus places the responsibility of following this command on the one doing the
lusting (in this case, the men). “Whereas the expectation of women wearing head coverings and
dressing modestly was male-shaped mores designed to prevent men from leering and being
tempted or, which is more likely, to keep women’s beauty in line, Jesus sees it otherwise. He
lays full responsibility in this text on the male and expects males to be able to control their
desires.” (Keener & Mcknight). In many ways, Jesus paints a picture of his Kingdom where
women are protected and valued as image-bearers (he will do this again in antithesis 3).
Protection of women is at the very heart of Jesus teaching here in 5:27-32, and thus should take
priority in our application of this passage.

To understand verses 31-32, we have to understand the social context Jesus was speaking into
and alluding to with “anyone who divorces his wife must give her a certificate of divorce.” Many
during Jesus’ time were extremely lax and permissible about reasons one could give a
“certificate of divorce” (similar to today where you can do it for any reason whatsoever.) A lot of
this came from a misinterpretation of Deuteronomy 24, which in the NIV says, “If a man marries
a woman who becomes displeasing to him because he finds something indecent about her, and
he writes her a certificate of divorce, gives it to her and sends her from his house....” As you can
see from the passage, most of the time, men were the ones with the power to divorce, and
many had interpreted this passage to the point that men could give a divorce certificate for any
reason they saw fit. (One Jewish historian jokes that it was to the point that if the wife burnt the
husband’s food, he could file for divorce!) Jesus is speaking into this context, shutting down the
lax nature around divorce and reasserting the ideal, making divorce a sin, thereby disturbing the
current complacency. Kingdom citizens see marriage as a sacred union and commitment to
covenant love; thus, they must seek reconciliation at all cost.

Often, we ask the wrong-headed questions of “what reasons justify a divorce?” This question is
wrong-headed in the sense that Jesus’ focus was re-elevating the marriage covenant to its
proper place and in-directly raising the stakes on valuing and protecting women in his social
context. The heart of God is that divorce would never be, and it is not part of his created design.
Now, just because it isn’t Jesus’ focus doesn’t mean it isn’t a fair question to ask. Here are some
things to consider:

- Covenant Love: Covenant love is a commitment to be with someone and for someone’s
good, unto full redemption (until the Kingdom is in full). This is how God is with us, and
this is what the marriage covenant is called to be like (though imperfectly). Ultimately
then, Jesus is calling his followers to always be in pursuit of reconciliation and the
other’s good (especially in marriage).

- Sexual Immorality: Can be defined as any sexual behavior that ruins the marriage
covenant.

- Paul’s Caveats: Paul adds another exception for permissible divorce in 1 Corinthians
7:15 - if an unbelieving spouse deserts or leaves the believing spouse, they are not
bound to the marriage.

- Abuse & Protection of Women: Remember, behind the heart of Jesus, words are not
“hard and fast rules,” but an elevating the marriage covenant to where it should be and a



protective measure for women in his social context. Also recall, that “covenant love is a
commitment to be “with someone and for someone as someone who is working unto
divine ends,” then marriages are destroyed when one partner refuses to be “with” the
spouse or who becomes someone who is “against” that spouse.” Physical abuse,
emotional abuse, and psychological abuse are actions that destroy the marital covenant
as understood in the Bible. Let’s not treat Jesus’ words (or add to them Paul’s words)
and think that every possible ground for divorce has been covered by Jesus or Paul and,
if abuse can’t be found within “sexual immorality” or desertion, then abuse isn’'t a
legitimate ground for divorce. Abuse destroys what it means to have shelter because the
house is no longer safe; abuse is a legitimate reason for divorce.” (McKnight, S.)

- Remarriage: Built into Jesus’ logic, in the case of a permissible divorce, there was a
permissible remarriage. But, if the divorce isn’t permitted, then logically, the marriage
is/should still be valid - making remarriage really just adultery. Thus, in Jesus’ words, we
see that women were often victims of divorce and thus forced out of survival in the social
context into adultery (remarriage). Furthermore, in many settings, women’s social and
economic well-being was connected to a husband (recall the story of Ruth); thus, divorce
was often a man forces a woman into adultery (remarriage).

Notes on Q2: Lust is not a simple attraction or noticing a person’s beauty but meditating on it
and seeking to possess it (even if that’s just in the mind). Jesus is against sexual fantasizing
with an inappropriate person because he knows where this eventually leads. Lust is antithetical
to authentic love as it dehumanizes another person into an object of passion - treating them as
though they were a visual or emotional prostitute for our use. So often, we don’t take Jesus’
words seriously because things in our mind we believe are hidden and not harmful (we will
explore how it is harmful in the next question).

Notes on Q3: James roots every sin to a starting evil desire that starts us on a downward spiral
towards death. James places the responsibility for sin squarely on each human being and how
they respond to sinful desires.

Unchecked Lust will tear up your life. “The brain is wired for both sexual pleasures as
well as for sexual fidelity and rugged faithful commitment. As a result of various forms of
contact, from skin-to-skin contact to sexual intercourse, the brain releases dopamine, which is
the neurochemical that says, “Wow, this is pleasurable.” Dopamine creates brain pathways that
tell a person to do this again. Those neurochemical passages make it easier to do again; thus,
any kind of sexual contact begins to create the desire for more sexual connection with that
same person. This kind of bonding is created every time a human has any kind of sexual
experience. The feeling of ‘guilt’ or ‘dirtiness’ that arises in a human who experiences sex
outside the bounds of biblical morals or fidelity is the brain’s way of saying, ‘I'm confused.
(McKnight, S.) So, here is what is wild. When we live with unbound sexual desire and entertain
lustful desires. we re-wire our brain overtime to find pleasure in the wrong places. (This is why
porn is so dangerous - you are training your brain to find pleasure and “fidelity” with random
images of strangers! It literally functions like a drug).

Unchecked Lust in the world has created systems of abuse and death. We can think of
the porn industry, human trafficking, the sexual assault epidemic in institutions (including church

)




bodies!), and the brokenness of the family structure (things like adultery and sex outside of
marriage). It is absolutely incongruent to try and fight against these systems of abuse while still
promoting and celebrating unbound sexual desire and practice. Yet, this is the logic the world
tries to push, and it fails miserably. When we live by and promote an ethic of properly placed
sexual desire, we can begin to fight against the larger systems of abuse adequately.

Boundaries are like banks or floodwalls on a river. With them, you have a flowing river,
useful for all of life. Without river banks, you have a flood that brings chaos, disaster, and
destruction.

Notes on Q4: In our age of “computers in our pockets,” pornography poses a great threat to our
lives. Pornography not only distorts our minds and reforms our sexual desires for ill, but it also
has created larger systems of abuse and human trafficking. We as the people of God cannot
take pornography lightly, both in our own private lives and in the larger communal systems of
the world. This is both a personal purity issue and a very real justice issue. One of the ways, we
can seek help or provide help for others is by creating partnerships of accountability. There are
also helpful programs like Covenant Eyes that can be used with accountability partners to break
the cycle of porn addiction. This is a temptation for both males and females in our current
society. Relevant Magainze recently released a helpful article on our need to stop gendering the
struggle of unbound lust. Feel free to read it here.

Notes on Q5: Kingdom citizens see marriage as a sacred union and commitment to covenant
love; thus, they must seek reconciliation at all cost.

- We honor marriage when we live with the proper bounds on sexuality as Jesus calls for
in verses 27-30 - that we would refuse to selfishly use others for our pleasure both in the
physical and in our imagination. This includes our standing against systems of abuse
and death that come out of unbound lust, as mentioned earlier.

- We honor marriage by practicing reconciliation in all areas of our life and becoming
peacemakers in our relationships.

- We can care well for those who experienced divorce by operating with the abundant
grace and forgiveness God shows them and us through Jesus. (Divorce is serious and
should be avoided, but it is no different or permanent than other sins. We can all be taste
forgiveness and redemption.)

- We can care well for those who experience divorce by building community structures
around them to bring the support and love they need.

Sermon Summary (Elder Yin):

RZE , BIENBE

H&E , 7/11/21
X5:27-32

MEEE , RERE
BIESUANE  BFERSEFELER,


https://www.covenanteyes.com/
https://www.relevantmagazine.com/magazine/the-church-needs-a-new-sex-talk/

BERA-F¥ULEEEE  EXEEBNZLTHREMMNES K XBLUELIUNE, RS
XM UNELUFERARER  HLTRZZH  BENER—HART , £RIITETHY
BCMFAE , EHNETE , SKBE - TERNRE,

—, RIS
RITTRABFER , FAME , ARBEIFREN , ABRALRIZESH , IAVEELEHIBTE
TO

BUMARMNZFERT—£  FRMNEFECHRE  EHEBH5HE. BEISHER , ez
i, BRRZARE, F-AKRIN , BREIBERE  EeNEREEXEH, A5 AKE
FECHM  MREFEESHR OEIFERE,

"INRIRHAREMRAE , RIETRHERER | RANMRRE , RERGFEH -2 , BRes
WERMMREL . MR EFERSE , RETRTREE | BRANRKE , KERSFH—
B9, BLEREF THMREL, "SAEF 5:29-30

REATRE-—EEZR , IfF A MEFIHREERE  ERMNNERBEREHRZ,

=, EEMBLE

"Bk, BBEMBERL S , REMAXMYEANE, ABRXREIMERE , XREHSib

e BLEZERIFEARRIAREBE , R : "AREBAILUKER 7" BRERE 4] , &% . "BAREAL
BMEARAIEY 2" ] "EREEFAB R BR AT RE, " BRI A1 R EERITR O
BN, FLEERMNETXFZHET. Molttzd , HEAERSHMEZHN , "HIXER , AFETt
MRE, BEFEE , IIABRRAN &, "X, REFLBREFAMA , MB—4&T., Bt , ¥
REWH, AFALF"HTET , NEMNXOBHREARXHE, BHEBY  "NREAKE , 58
A, RRLBIAFEMELEZES. TAMRBHFLXR , ZEIIA , BRLEFFE, "SUEF
10:1-12

EFFRARANKRZERE TN, BERALAZRATUUEE, HattVER  MEFREFTAILUEE,
IRTFIEMAFEH EMBEAR BB AUEE, WAL EBEREEMALAER TEALES,

B24:1-2, " TAZZEZLUR, MEHTATEENSE , T2 , RAUUBRBREMRFF , ITX
MEFERR, BABFARUE , TREFERI A "

Henid 24:1-2

HEAARATEERRAMAADNENZ D, 18 : 3, "RIIMNFIMENZERM , BEANTRH , R
MNAANGE , REGRMZINMNE , BEANTREFRAIRE , LR B0 ERT,

ik BEANTARRNTTRE (FEEEXR) , A THRAZNZEZR , MAKBRE—
Zho EFHOER , 710 : 6-9, "ENBHBCIENHE, HEAREREZ, FHit, AZEFR
B, 5EFES , AR &, BERWMY , XEFBEBRMNA , BR—ENT, L, #HEE
B, AFRRI55F, 1"

HEFXBRARE—R A —&. EEES , BHRANEENEKS , TEHE , EA4L4EBER L
BHEILERE. BFEEATESF. #XBEH-—PMANEEES , BERIIBE,



X532, "REEEFRMRN , LAEHN , EFENFILNEGH , REUMEEAT | ABBXHK
BIEA , hREBHET, 14"

MBI , ITEEEZAES THT , AR, RFEAXAART , LKEHHRE2E M
EE, YRR ATURAELZ , RXRERN,

b 4t

P == I

EZFE | AEER.

MEEE, NEHD ? T OB EE L RIAYERE,

£98 1 10-11, "ERERBLERZAENR , Wik : "@A , BEAEWERE 2 X BEAERFEGD 2 5 #H
FEW, ZH. IBHE : "REFERNFE. 28, NEFREBLRET 0"

MEENTELE , BFEXOREFR, ™

EHEITAE 17:30 H ABEBRTHAIEHR |, H R E,

MG UE, BHEBEE - NEH LD,

The Sermon on the Mount: Adultery,
Divorce, and Remarriage

Love one Another

Pastor Peter
Matthew 5:27-32

""You have heard that it was said, "You shall not commit adultery.' But | tell you that anyone who
looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart. If your right eye
causes you to stumble, gouge it out and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your
body than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. And if your right hand causes you to
stumble, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your body than for
your whole body to go into hell. "It has been said, 'Anyone who divorces his wife must give her a
certificate of divorce.' But | tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for sexual
immorality, makes her the victim of adultery, and anyone who marries a divorced woman
commits adultery."

Matthew 5:27-32 NIV

Sermon on the Mt is all about our daily life, such as dealing anger, seemes little things, but
relatable

In today's culture, because of disagreement of the couple, even among fellow Christians,
despite knowing the principle of the Bible,

In US half of the marriage end w divorce, the Divorce rate in the Bible Belt is even higher!

It's so common, everyone thinks it's ok, norm,

Sin as a normal thing! This scary situation is happening to church



To break the mirror instead of facing the truth

At church preachers avoid this topic

We heard too many messages of blessings

What is the purpose of God for marriage?

1.do not commit adultery #7th commandment

The act of adultery is forbidden

Yet Jesus pointed out that God's commandment here is much broader Matthew 5:27-28
Having lustful thought has already committed adultery

Christian women's oultfits in modesty

Christian men, guide your eyes

Pornography is sin

Encourage to share your inner thoughts with others to get out of this trap

Establish a help group

Adultery is a serious sin, to the degree to lose a part of your body, to avoid to go to hell

So hate this sin, and be determined to leave this sin

2.divorce and remarriage

5:31-32

Mark 10:1-12 Pharisee tested Jesus whether Lord allows divorce? Divorce is lawful under 3
conditions: 1)wife committed adultery 2)and other conditions, such as wife was a bad cook, flirt
w other men 3)completely open, allow to divorce in any condition

Jesus asked them back what Moses said about divorce

Deut 24:1-2

Allowed

indecent

Displeasing

Compromise because of their hearts were hard

Lev 18:3 bad practices of Egypt and land of Canaan —casual sexual behaviors

Not God's originally purpose

Mark 10:6-9 in Genesis, one man one woman, one wife one husband, one life forever

One flesh, (glue together) what God join together, let no one separate

One means to be united, to achieve unity, constant adjustment

God is in every wedding ceremony

He blesses the couple, and is their witness

The disciples didn't understand 10:10-12 divorce =adultery

Matthew 5: 32 except the wife committed adultery

Deut 22:13-21 value engagement. Lose virginity meaning to be stoned to death. In Jesus's time,
stone to death was replaced by certificate of divorce. Example of Joseph, wanted to secretly
divorce Mary

5:32 who is responsible to the adultery? The husband who divorced his wife

Without financial resources, the divorcee had to remarry or to become a prostitute to support
herself

Yet if wife commit adultery, the husband is not responsible

Summary:

Our faith put loyalty on marriage. One man one woman, one husband one wife, forever



What about those already divorced?

How to face this reality?

John 8:10-11 the woman committed adultery and got caught, Jesus wrote on the ground, let any
one of you without sin throw the first stone at her... neither do | condemn you... go now and sin
no more...

Jesus didn't look at her past, but her future, sin no more!!!

Acts 17:30

Today after you know the truth about the marriage, obey his words!!



